
 
The classic Coasters: Will ñDubò Jones, Carl Gardner , Cornell Gunter, and Billy Guy.   

 

 

The Clown Princes of Rock  and  Roll  
by  Todd Baptista  ï with Discography  by  Claus Röhnisch  

 

Special supplement to Those Hoodlum Friends  ï edited by Claus Röhnisch  and updated in 2018  

(original  ma nuscript for Blues & Rhythm magazine, UK , 2011  ï thanks Tony Burke )  

 

The R&B Pioneers Series ï Volume Four of twelve  
 

The Great R&B-files Created by Claus Röhnisch:  http://www.rhythm-and-blues.info  

 

 
 

 
The Coasters today  

page 1 (148 )  

The Great R&B Files  
(# 4 of 12)  

Updated December 27, 2018 



Those Hoodlum Friends ï The Coasters : Supplement  

 

The Clown Pr inces of Rock and  Roll: The Coasters  2 

THE COASTERS     201 6  
 

 
The Coasters in Port St. Lucie, Florida on December 16, 20 16 at the Christmas Ectravaganz Show  with  

Veta Gardner (manager), Dennis Anderson, Primo Candelaria, Joe Lance Williams (J.W. Lance), an d Robert Fowler.  

 
 

 
 

e-mail the Coasters -  mailto:originalcoasters@att.net 

mailto:originalcoasters@att.net
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NEW 2 - set CD October 2016

 
 

Acrobat Music ADDCD3180 (56 tracks)  

ñThe Complete Singles As & Bsò (1954 -62)  
featuring all 27  singles by The Robins and The Coasters 1954 ï 1962  

(plus 2 album tracks of 1957 and 1962)  

with a very fine 24 -page booklet comprising liner notes by Paul Watts  
(and complete 54 -62 session discography with both US and British singles noted)  

-  discography picked fro m Claus Rºhnischô Coasters Web Site. 
 

         

 
The Coasters were one of the vocal groups of the ó50s and early ó60s who 
bridged the gap between the doowop and R&B eras of the early ó50s 

through to t he rock ónô roll explosion and beyond, with a run of hits that 
extended into the 1960s. They began life as a spin -off from the doowop 

group The Robins, adopted by the up -and -coming songwriting and 
production team of Jerry Leiber and Mike Stol ler as a vehic le for their work.  

After  The Robins hit ñSmokey Joeôs Cafeò the new group, The Coasters , 
switched from Leiber & Stollerôs Spark label to the Atlantic subsidiary Atco 

when the duo signed a production deal with the label. This great -value 56 -
tr ack 2 -CD set c omprises all the  A &  B sides as The Robins and The 

Coasters from their Spark records in 1954 through to 1962, plus, as a 
bonus, the two titles which appeared on their albums during the period and 
were not otherwise released on singles. It naturally feature s The Coastersô 
eighteen chart entries from the period, including the legendary US and UK 
hits ñSearchinôò, ñYakety Yakò, ñCharlie Brownò and ñPoison Ivyò, plus other 
memorable US successes like  ñDown In Mexicoò, ñYoung Bloodò, ñIôm A Hog 

For Youò, ñAlong Came Jonesò, ñWake Me, Shake Meò and ñLittle Egyptò. 
Itôs not only a hugely entertaining slice of R&B-flavoured rock ónô roll, with 

hits that were landmarks along the rite of passage for many baby -boomers, 
but a testimony to the songwriting and production genius of Leiber and 
Stoller, their humorous óstreet sagaô songs providing the biggest of the 

groupôs hits.  -  from the Acrobat CD presentation  

 

 

   
  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

This is the Life Time 
Achievement Award that I 
received on behalf of The 
Coasters. Itõs from the Artists 
Music Guild 2017 Heritage 
Awards which was held on 
11/11/17. This was a great honor 
fo r us.  
 

Veta Gardner  

The first promotional letter for the Coasters from  Milton Deutsch 

Agency of Hollywood, California . 
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The Coasters of today feature singers from the Carl Gardne r Sr  (who died in 2011) group,  

managed by Gardnerôs wife Veta Gardner. 

 

The following shows featured 
Carl Gardner Sr's Coasters: 
 

 
 
Touring Schedule 2013 
Jan 23     Naples 
Jan 26     Civic Center, Port St. Lucie, Florida 
Feb 15    Staten Island,  St. George Theater 
Apr 6       Tarry Town Music Hall, N.Y. 
Apr 13     Alabama Theater, Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
Apr 19     Marion Palace, Ohio 
Apr 26     Union County Art Center, Rahway, N.J.  
May 18    Warner Theater,Torrington, Conn. 
Jun 9       Akron Civic Center, Ohio 
 
Sep 21     Bristol. Pennsylvania 
Sep 28     Alabama Theater, Myrtle Beach, S.C.  
Oct 3        Perry Georgia 
Oct 5        Grand Opera, Wilmington, Delaware 
Oct 6        Wimberly, Texas 

Oct 19      Coral Springs Center, Florida 
Oct 26      Queens College,N.Y. 
Nov 15     Strand Theater, Lakewood, N.J. 
Dec 6       Glenside, Pennsylvania 
Dec 21     Brooklyn College, Brooklyn, N.Y..  
 
 

Touring Schedule 2014 
Jan 19      Kings Point, Florida 
Jan 25      Namee, Ohio 
Feb 1        Rockville Center, N.Y.  
Feb 15      Alabama Theater,  Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
Mar 8        Raleigh, North Carolina  
Mar 14      Pompano Beach, Florida 
Mar 22      Westbury, N.Y. 
 
Apr 5         Bishop Ford High School, Brooklyn, N.Y.  
May 3       Meyerhoff Symphony Hall, Maryland  
May 10     Swartz Creek, Michigan 
May 22     Pocono, Pennsylvania  
May 24     Pitman Theater, N.J. 
   
May 28-29 Mount Airy Resort and Casino Poconos,N.Y. 
Jun 21       Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
 
Autumn 2014 - 2015 
National tour in ñSmokley Joeôs Cafeò (see next page) 

 

 

 
    Photo ctsy Veta Gardner and Jane Caggiano  

 

 
The Coasters on April 6, 2013 at Tarry Town Music Hall in New York. 

Photo ctsy Veta Gardner. 
 

 
The Coasters featuring: Dennis Anderson, Eddie Whitfield, Primo Candelaria, 

and J.W. Lance (Joe Lance Williams). 
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